ANALYZING PREDATOR-PREY POPULATION MODELS
The relationships between predator and pretty are often intertwined, particularly in an environment in which each prey has a single predator and vice versa.  Examine the graph, which shows a computer model of the changes in predator and prey populations over time.  After analyzing the graph, take notes in your composition notebook for the starter next class.  You may use the questions as a guide when you take notes.  
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1. A sudden extended cold spell destroys almost the entire predator population at point F on the graph.  What will happen to the prey population?

2. If a bacterial infection killed off most of the prey at point B on the graph, what effect would this have on the predator and prey growth curves at point C? At point D?

3. If a viral infection killed off all the pretty at point D on the graph, what effect would this have on the predator and prey growth curves at point E?  What will happen in future years to the predator population?  How could ecologists ensure the continued survival of the predators in the ecosystem?
