EXPERIMENT REVIEW FORM                                                         Name____________________

                                                                                                        Period______

Article Being Reviewed: Worms are Winners                                      

Directions: Answer each question and make sure you give support to justify your responses.

Research Question: Does the author clearly state the question he/she is trying to answer?

___ yes: The research question is ____________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
___ no: Recommendations: __________________________________________________________
.______________________________________________________________________________
Independent Variable: In this experiment, is there a single variable or independent variable affecting the data?
[Note: Author does not need to state “the independent variable is…” as long as it is clearly described within the text.]

___ yes: The independent variable is _________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
___ no:  Recommendations: ________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
Dependent Variable: Does the author identify the dependent variables to be measured? [Note: Author does not need to state “the dependent variable is…” as long as it is clearly described within the text.]

___ yes: The dependent variable is ___________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
___ no: Recommendations: _________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

Controlled Variables: Does the author keep all variables that are under his/her control the same between the test groups EXCEPT the independent variable?  
                                     ___ yes       ___ no
Variables that are controlled:                                                      Variables that are not controlled: 

________________________                                               __________________________

________________________                                               __________________________

Number of Trials: Does the author use enough trials to convince you that the results are not due to chance and are therefore not valid?

____ Yes       Number of Trials: _____

____ No        Recommendations: ______________________________________________________
                     ____________________________________________________________________

Control Group: Was the use of a control group necessary in this experiment?       ____ Yes ____ No

If yes, did the experimenter have a control group and use it appropriately?          ____ Yes  ____ No

Explain your answer: ________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________

Conclusions: What conclusion does the author draw from his/her results?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Is the author’s conclusion supported by valid experiment results?

____ Yes, the authors conclusion is supported by his/her experimental results.

____ No, there may be other explanations for the results, such as the following:

Explain:_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



Decision Regarding Publication of This Article:

____ The article describes an experiment that follows the principles of the scientific method. I recommend publication in the next issue of the magazine. 

____ The experiment is a good idea, but it has some problems. I recommend that the article be returned to the author with the suggestion that he/she resubmit it with appropriate modifications. 

____ This experiment has many flaws, and I cannot recommend its publication. Its numerous problems are described below.
Explain:_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
